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DETAILED ACTION 
Specification 

1 . The title of the invention is not descriptive. A new title is required that is clearly 
indicative of the invention to which the claims are directed. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form 
the basis for rejections under this section made in this office action: 

(e) The invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 1-22, 24, 26, and 27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by U.S. Patent No. 6,459,388 to Baron. 

Baron clearly shows all of the limitations cited in claim 1 . See all material cited in the 
specification. Referring to claim 1, Baron describes an imaging device or camera 
(figure 4, item 400) comprising: imaging means for imaging a subject (photo) to 
acquire image data which represents said subject (figure 2, item 24); 

Storage means for storing recommended composition data (or database 300) 
(figure 2, item 300), which represent composition images recommended at 
various locations of photography, which Baron refers to as the "photo-spot" 
(column 3, lines 39-51). This composition data is in correlation with photography 
information containing positional information, which represents said various 
photography locations of interest (column 6, lines 19-39); 

Photography information acquisition means (RF transceiver and GPS), for 
acquiring said photography information (figure 2, item 23 and 25); 

Read-out means for reading out either desired or recommended composition 
data correlated with photography information which corresponds to said acquired 
photography information, from said storage means, based on said acquired 
photography information. Specifically Baron describes a processor (figure 2, 
item 24) that provides data to the display to the user, which is capable of showing 
data (textual or graphical) stored in a database (figure 2, item 300), which does in 
fact correspond to the acquired photography information as a means for reading 
out data (column 6, lines 6-11). 
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And display means (display) for superposing and displaying a recommended 
composition image represented by said desired, recommended composition data 
and an image represented by said image data (figure 2, item 12) and (column 5, 
lines 18-25). 

Baron clearly shows all of the limitations cited in claim 2. See all material cited in the 
specification. Referring to claim 2, Baron describes an imaging device as set forth in 
claim 1, wherein said photography information contains date information (figure 3, 
item 34), which represents various dates of photography, along with said positional 
information (figure 3, item 31) all of which are elements comprised in the database 
300 (figure 3). Baron also describes said recommended composition data represent 
composition images recommended on said various photography dates (all of which 
comprise database 300, imaging data section (figure 3, item 34)) in addition to said 
various photography locations (all of which comprise database 300, site information 
section (figure 3, item 31)). 

Baron clearly shows all of the limitations cited in claims 3 and 4. See all material 
cited in the specification. Referring to claim 3, Baron describes an imaging device 
as set forth in claim 1, wherein said photography information contains weather 
information "or closest match based on weather (figure 3, item 34) which represents 
various weather recommended at said photography locations, along with said 
positional information all of which are elements comprised in the database 300 
(figure 3) in the site information section (figure 3, item 31). Baron also describes 
said recommended composition data represent composition images recommended 
under said various weather in addition to said various photography locations all of 
which are elements comprised in the database 300 (figure 3) in the imaging data 
section (figure 3, item 34)." 

Baron clearly shows all of the limitations cited in claims 5 and 6. See all material 
cited in the specification. Referring to claim 5, Baron describes an imaging device 
as set forth in claim 1, wherein said photography information acquisition means 
includes global positioning system (GPS) means for acquiring GPS information as 
said photography information, based on radio waves from GPS satellites. 
Specifically, Baron describes the GPS as having been used with cameras for 
providing locational information on a photograph to indicate where on earth the 
photo was taken (column 2, lines 63-67). 

Also referring to claims 5 and 6, Baron describes a read-out means that reads out 
said desired, recommended composition data correlated with photography 
information which contains positional information corresponding to said GPS 
information, from said storage means, based on said GPS information. Specifically, 
Baron describes the GPS as having been used with cameras for providing locational 
information on a photograph to indicate where on earth the photo was taken (column 
2, lines 63-67). Also, Baron describes a processor (figure 2, item 24) that provides 
data to the display to the user, which is capable of showing data (textual or 
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graphical) stored in a database (figure 2, item 300), which does in fact correspond to 
the positional information (from GPS) as a means for reading out data (column 6, 
lines 6-11) and (figure 2, items 25 and 26). 

Baron clearly shows all of the limitations cited in^laims 7 and 8. See all material 
cited in the specification. Referring to claimi^fearon describes the imaging device 
as set forth in claim 3, wherein said photography information acquisition means 
includes global positioning system (GPS) means for acquiring GPS information as 
said photography information, based on radio waves from GPS satellites, and 
weather information acquisition means for accessing a weather information server 
which provides weather information recommended at said photography location, to 
acquire weather information recommended at said. photography location. 
Specifically Baron describes this as providing the user with "real-time" weather and 
time information which means that the system is in fact accessing weather 
information from the internet (figure 2, item 21 and column 3, lines 45-51). Baron 
also describes a read-out means reads out said desired, recommended composition 
data correlated with photography information, which contains positional information 
corresponding to said GPS information and said acquired weather information, from 
said storage means, based on said GPS information and said acquired weather 
information. Specifically Baron describes a processor (figure 2, item 24) that 
provides data to the display to the user, which is capable of showing data (textual or 
graphical) stored in a database (figure 2, item 300), which does in fact correspond to 
the acquired photography information as a means for reading out data (column 6, 
lines 6-11). 

Baron clearly shows all of the limitations cited in claim 9. See all material cited in the 
specification. Referring to claim 9, Baron describes the imaging device as set forth 
in claim 1, further comprising an archive means (memory stick, flash card, etc.) for 
archiving the image data acquired by said imaging means (column 7, lines 42-43). 

Baron clearly shows all of the limitations cited in claim 10. See all material cited in 
the specification. Referring to claim 10, Baron describes the imaging device as set 
forth in claim 9, wherein said storage means (or database) (figure 2, item 300) stores 
imaging-condition information, which represents recommended imaging conditions 
(stated in claim #9) suitable for archiving said image data in said archive means, in 
correlation with said recommended composition data. Specifically Baron refers to 
this as the "photo-spot," which is described as part of a system for providing 
information from which to view, photograph, or otherwise capture a site of interest 
(column 3, lines 39-51). Within this system is a database (figure 3, item 34) stores 
information about, while a display is configured to provide, in response to the 
present location and the time clock information, a visual display of at least the 
nearest of said sites having real time information satisfying a predetermined criteria, 
which can comprise that of imaging-condition information and recommended 
composition data (column 3, lines 52-59). 
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Also referring to claim 10, Baron describes said read-out means reads out desired 
imaging-condition information correlated with said desired, recommended 
composition data, along with said desired, recommended composition data. 
Specifically Baron describes a processor (figure 2, item 24) that provides data to the 
display to the user, which is capable of showing data (textual or graphical) stored in 
a database (figure 2, item 300), which does in fact correspond to the desired 
imaging-condition information as a means for reading out data (column 6, lines 6- 
11). 

Baron clearly shows all of the limitations cited in claim 1 1 . See all material cited in 
the specification. Referring to claim 11, Baron describes the imaging device as set 
forth in claim 10, further comprising imaging-condition display means for displaying 
recommended imaging conditions represented by said desired imaging-condition 
information. Specifically Baron describes site information including image data 
comprising camera parameters in order to capture an optimal image of the site with 
the camera (column 4, lines 7-14). 

Baron clearly shows all of the limitations cited in claim 12. See all material cited in 
the specification. Referring to claim 12, Baron describes the imaging device as set 
forth in claim 10, further comprising imaging-condition set means for setting said 
imaging means, based on recommended imaging conditions represented by said 
desired imaging-condition information. Baron describes this as essentially 
comprising the embodiment of a camera for capturing an image of desired and 
recommended images (figure 3, item 34 - camera) and (figure 4, item 400). 

Baron clearly shows all of the limitations cited in claim 13. See all material cited in 
the specification. Referring to claim 13, Baron describes the imaging device as set 
forth in claim 1 1 , further comprising imaging-condition set means for setting said 
imaging means, based on recommended imaging conditions represented by said 
desired imaging-condition information. Baron describes this as essentially 
comprising the embodiment of a camera for capturing an image of desired and 
recommended images (figure 3, item 34 - camera) and (figure 4, item 400). 

Baron clearly shows all of the limitations cited in claim 14. See all material cited in 
the specification. Referring to claim 14, Baron describes the imaging device as set 
forth in claim 12, further comprising imaging-condition-set switching means for 
switching ON and OFF states of said imaging-condition set means. Specifically 
Baron describes the use of command keys (figure 1, item 14), which allows the user 
to scroll through, select, or otherwise choose and manipulate information presented 
on the display (column 7, lines 49-53). Inherently, within the command keys must be 
a means for switching ON and OFF states of said imaging-condition set means 
because any information associated with the image-condition set means must 
appear on the display (figure 1, item 12) and it is commonly known to anyone of 
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ordinary skill in the art that the device display (as would the whole device) wou l d be 
capable of being turned on and off. 

Baron clearly shows all of the limitations cited jndaims 15 and 16 - ^ ee a " materia ' 
cited in the specification. Referring to clainul^Kiroh describes the imaging device 
as set forth in claim 12, wherein said read-out means reads out only said desired, 
recommended composition data correlated with imaging-condition information which 
represents recommended imaging conditions settable in said imaging means. 
Specifically Baron describes a processor (figure 2, item 24) that provides data to the 
display to the user, which is capable of showing data (textual or graphical) stored in 
a database (figure 2, item 300), which does in fact correspond to the desired 
imaging-condition information as a means for reading out data (column 6, lines 6-11) 
comprising the embodiment of a camera for capturing an image of desired and 
recommended images (figure 3, item 34 - camera) and (figure 4, item 400), 
otherwise stated as settable in said imaging means. 

Baron clearly shows all of the limitations cited in claims 17-22. See all material cited 
in the specification. Referring to claims17-22, Baron describes the imaging device as 
set forth in claim 9, wherein said recommended composition data have attendant 
information related to said recommended composition images; and said archive 
means attaches said attendant information to said image data when archiving said 
image data. Specifically Baron describes site information containing key elements 
(within the database) such as location, description, images, etc. (column 8, lines 20- 
28). 

Baron clearly shows all of the limitations cited in claim 24. See all material cited in 
the specification. Referring to claim 24, Baron describes the imaging device as set 
forth in claim 1, wherein said display means includes selection display means for 
switching display and non-display (i.e. display ON and OFF) of said recommended 
composition image. Specifically Baron describes the use of command keys (figure 
1, item 14), which allows the user to scroll through, select, or otherwise choose and 
manipulate information presented on the display (column 7, lines 49-53). Inherently, 
a means for switching ON and OFF said recommended composition image must be 
included because any information associated with the recommended composition 
image must appear on the display (figure 1, item 12) and it is commonly known to 
anyone of ordinary skill in the art that the device display (as would the whole device) 
must be capable of being turned ON and OFF. 

Baron clearly shows all of the limitations cited in claim 26. See all material cited in 
the specification. Referring to claim 26, Baron describes the imaging device as set 
forth in claim 1, further comprising photography-information-acquisition switching 
means for switching ON and OFF states of said photography information acquisition 
means. Specifically Baron describes the use of command keys (figure 1, item 14), 
which allows the user to scroll through, select, or otherwise choose and manipulate 
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information presented on the display (column 7, lines 49-53). Inherently, a means 
for switching ON and OFF states of said photography information acquisition means 
must be included because any information associated with the photography 
information acquisition means must appear on the display (figure 1, item 12) and it is 
commonly known to anyone of ordinary skill in the art that the device display (as 
would the whole device) must be capable of being turned on and off. 

Baron clearly shows all of the limitations cited in claim 27. See all material cited in 
the spepification. Referring to claim 27, Baron describes the imaging device as set 
forth in claim 1 , further comprising image switching means for switching ON and 
OFF states of said imaging means; and switching display means for sequentially 
displaying recommended composition images, represented by the recommended 
composition data stored in said storage means, on said display means when said 
imaging means is in the OFF state. Specifically Baron describes the use of 
command keys (figure 1, item 14), which allows the user to scroll through, select, or 
otherwise choose and manipulate information presented on the display (column 7, 
lines 49-53). Inherently, a means of displaying recommended composition images 
must be on said display when imaging means (camera) is in the OFF state, in that 
the camera itself could be independent of the database comprising all of the 
mentioned data and said display means (as in the PLDS, column 5, lines 3-9)). With 
that in mind, then the camera would be OFF, or not in use. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 103 that form 
the basis for rejections under this section made in this office action: 

(c) Subject matter developed by another person, which qualifies as prior art only under one or more of 
subsections (e), (f), and (g) of section 102 of this title, shall not preclude patentability under this section 
where the subject matter and the claimed invention were, at the time the invention was made, owned 
by the same person or subject to an obligation of assignment to the same person. 

5. Claims 23 and 25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(c) as being unpatentable over 
U.S. Patent No. 6,459,388 to Baron in view of U.S. Patent No. 5,831,670 to Suzuki. 

Regarding claim 23, Baron describes the imaging device as set forth in claim 1, but 
does not teach a read-out recognition means for informing that said desired, 
recommended composition data is read out, when reading out said desired, 
recommended composition data. Suzuki describes an indicator device 9 that is 
equipped with a function for displaying photographing information, which comprises 
that of said desired and recommended composition data, in the face of the camera 
body and in the view finder and is also equipped with a warning function such as a 
buzzer, a synthesized sound, a vibration or the like (column 4, lines 28-33). 
Therefore it would have been obvious to one ordinary skill in the art to combine the 
imaging device of Baron to include a read-out recognition means. One would have 
been motivated to combine the image device of Baron to include the read-out 
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recognition means of Suzuki in that the photographer would want to have an 
indicator/warning that the composition quality of their field of view is not going to 
produce an optimum photograph, as they can make adjustments right away and not 
after the image has been captured (column 1, lines 49-58). 

Regarding claim 25, Baron describes the imaging device as set forth in claim 1, but 
does not teach a coincidence recognition means for informing that said 
recommended composition image displayed on said display means has coincided 
with the image representing said subject. Suzuki describes an indicator device 9 
that is equipped with a function for displaying photographing information, which 
comprises that of said recommended composition image coincided with the image 
representing said subject, in the face of the camera body and in the view finder and 
is also equipped with a warning function such as a buzzer, a synthesized sound, a 
vibration or the like (column 4, lines 28-33). Therefore it would have been obvious to 
one ordinary skill in the art to combine the imaging device of Baron to include a 
coincidence recognition means. One would have been motivated to combine the 
image device of Baron to include the coincidence recognition means of Suzuki in 
that the photographer would want to have an indicator/warning that the composition 
quality of their field of view is not going to produce an optimum photograph, as they 
can make adjustments right away and not after the image has been captured 
(column 1, lines 49-58). 



Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Kevin M. Gagliostro whose telephone number is 
703-308-6070. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00 - 5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Andrew Christensen can be reached on 703-308-9644. The 
fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR 
only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. 
Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the 
Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




